Pump up your points! @ 


Earn 3x fuel points on hundreds of items throughout the 
store. Restrictions apply. Visit Kroger.com for details. 


At the half with the Pacers: 
Will the team run out of gas? 
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Council Republicans 
exert ‘dominance’ 


City-County Council President Stephen Clay, center, works on committee assignments Thursday with Republican 


Minority Leader Michael McQuillen, left, and Democratic Majority Leader Monroe Gray, right. MATT KRYGER/INDYSTAR 
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ities across all of them. 
Republicans, who are outnumbered 14-11 on the coun- 


Indianapolis Republicans on Thursday seized ex- 
traordinary influence over the City-County Council 
while exposing a deepening fracture in the Democratic 
majority. 

New Council President Stephen Clay, a Democrat, 
handed three committee leadership positions to Repub- 
licans and promised a fourth one in the coming weeks. 
Clay also increased Republican representation on most 
committees, while maintaining slim Democratic major- 


cil, reaped a hefty reward for helping Clay oust former 
Council President Maggie Lewis. Democratic Majority 
Leader Monroe Gray appeared uncomfortable as he 
watched leadership positions slip away from his party 
during a Committee on Committees meeting. 

Gray voted against most motions that benefited Re- 
publicans, while the other two members, Clay and Re- 
publican Minority Leader Michael McQuillen, moved ef- 
ficiently through the agenda. 


See COUNCIL, Page 16A 


Messer 
accused 
of rigging 
straw poll 


College students offered 
chance to attend for free 


Tony Cook 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


U.S. Senate candidate Luke Messer 
is paying for college students to attend 
a state Republican party straw poll 
event on Saturday — a move his oppo- 
nents are criticizing as vote rigging. 

But Messer’s campaign and the 
state’s Republican party chairman are 
defending the tactic. 

Emails and social media exchanges 
obtained by IndyStar show that Mess- 
er campaign staffers offered to cover 
registration and hotel costs for college 
students to attend the Indiana Repub- 
lican Party’s Congress of Counties 
conference. 

The event takes place Friday and 
Saturday and will include a straw poll 
featuring all six GOP candidates run- 
ning in Indiana’s contentious U.S. Sen- 
ate primary. The state party describes 
the straw poll as “the first grassroots 
barometer to measure early support in 
this high-profile, statewide race that 
has national implications.” 

More than 500 Republicans are ex- 
pected to attend. 

Messages obtained by IndyStar 
were sent by a Messer regional field di- 
rector, a political field organizer and a 
campaign intern to college students. 

In one message, a group of students 
at Ball State University are told the 
campaign will “be able to help out with 
hotel rooms if you need us to” and that 
“we really only need you that Satur- 
day.” 


See POLL, Page 8A 


NWS: Storm bringing 


Area likely to end day in 
grasp of an icy coating 


Holly V. Hays 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


A winter storm expected to bring 
rain, freezing rain, sleet and snow for 
the Friday morning rush hour has Indi- 
anapolis officials urging residents to 
take precaution. 

“We are hoping for the best, but we 


want everyone to be prepared for the 
worst,” Mayor Joe Hogsett said at a 
Thursday news conference with offi- 
cials from Department of Public Works 
and National Weather Service. 

The NWS has issued a winter weath- 
er advisory for most of north-central 
and northern Indiana from 1 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Friday, citing potential snow and 
sleet accumulations of 1 to 3 inches and 
ice accumulations of 1/10 to 2/10 of an 
inch. 

Temperatures were expected to drop 
nearly 20 degrees between 2 a.m. and 4 


‘dramatic’ 


Flu spikes in Marion County 


Victims of mild cases asked to use 
family doctors to reduce load at 
emergency rooms. 3A 


a.m. Friday, NWS meteorologist David 
Tucek said, turning Thursday’s spring- 
like rain into freezing rain, sleet and 
eventually snow. 

“The change will be dramatic,” Tucek 
said. 

Motorists should plan extra time for 


temp shift 


their Friday-morning commute and 
again for the evening commute, as snow 
is expected to continue falling through- 
out the day. 

“Frankly, weather like this may very 
well affect your entire day tomorrow,” 
Hogsett said. 

Dan Parker, director of Indy DPW, 
said SnowForce drivers will begin work- 
ing at 11 p.m. Thursday in an attempt to 
begin treating the streets before the 
temperature begins to drop. They will 
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Millions of children need to be retested 
for lead poisoning. 1B 
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4.000% / 4.025% APR* 


317-865-1166 812-378-9906 812-323-7200 260-451-2080 
Columbus 
*30 Year Fixed loans based on $150,000 loan amount, 75% LTV. Principal and Interest payments of $716.25. 15 Year Fixed loans based on $150,000 loan amount, 75% LTV. Principal and Interest payment of $1,072.32. 


841-2222 


317-841 
Indianapolis/Castleton Greenwood 


Sam’s Club stores to close 


Targeted locations include three 
Indiana stores, two in Indianapolis. 8A 


High 33° X Low 25° 


Weather 
Ice, sleet. Forecast, 14A 
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HURRY, BEFORE RATES GO UP! 
PURCHASE OR REFINANCE TODAY! 
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Don’t Pay $1,500 to $2,500 in Closing Costs! 
Total Closing Costs 
Refinances Only Purchases Only 


$298.00 $450.00" 


Plus Minimal Recording Fee 
NO HIDDEN COSTS ° Local Servicing 
Email us at USBIndiana@usavingsbank.com 
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**LTV and credit scores may require additional fees. Rates are subject to change without notice. Additional restrictions may apply. Payment amounts do not include taxes and insurance. If included, the payments will be higher. 


